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Works of Art
Claude Monet painting in his Studio Boat by Edouard Manet (1874)
The Claude Monet painting is an oil on canvas painting that was created by Edouard Manet in 1874. The painting shows his friend Claude Monet painting in his studio boat alongside his wife.
1. How does this work follow the Impressionist style?
The Claude Monet painting follows the impressionist style as it based on oil that gives the painting its unique characteristics. Impressions are based on the focus on the texture used, light and the brushstroke. Edouard was able to follow the creation of impression in his painting by adhering to the basic fundamentals of painting that help bring out a patient impression (Roos, 2017).
2. What painting technique did the artist use?
The painting technique used in this painting is that of placing colors directly in a white canvas without any preliminary sketch. The artist directly painted the subject matter without drawing any sketches at first. He used the short brush strokes and also displayed the reflection to light on water (Roos, 2017). This technique is different from others in which he draws the sketches first and then proceeds to lay out the colors.
3. What social issues does this painting address?
Claude Monet wanted to escape from the pressures of the industrialized world and needed to find a place in which he could find freedom to express himself. The painting captures Claude sited in his boat and continuing with his painting work. The issue of being able to express how he feels without any restriction is captured in the painting and shows how important it is for one to be able to have his own space and thus carry out whatever he likes to do. The painting also addresses the social issue of disturbance because by doing his painting in a boat, he ensured serenity and undisturbed focus in life to bring out his vision through the images painted.
The Tub by Edgar Degas
The tub is a picture that is in display in Paris, France that shows nude women bathing. The picture is a continuous series of the works of Edgar Degas in which he pioneered a new approach to the issue of nudity (Growe & Degas, 2001). 
1. What formal quality did this artist explore?
Degas explored the formal quality of sharp angles of the picture. This enabled him to create a visual that is of modern nature. He was also able to explore the tension that is present between illusionism with a two-dimension art form. The images that he created were able to be viewed through various dimensions (Growe & Degas, 2001). The reality quality is evident in the three-dimensional artwork that this artist produced.
2. How did his medium contribute to the appearance of his work?
The artist used drawing as his medium in the tub. The use of dry sticks of powered pigments contributed to the appearance of his work. These were driven directly on papers which made the picture to look as if it was done using chalk. This was evident in the linear basis of the picture which gave the picture an attractive appearance. The bathing women were also depicted in a three dimensional way which enhanced the appearance of the work (Growe & Degas, 2001).
3. What Modernist interest does he investigate?
Degas mainly investigated the human form. This is evident by the pictures of the women being naked in their own privacy form. This is different from focusing on the landscape surroundings. Degas chose to analyze the human form and depict the true beauty of it (Growe & Degas, 2001)
Vision After the Sermon by Paul Gauguin
This is an oil painting that was done by Paul Gauguin in1888. The painting depicts a scene from the bible in which Jacob wrestles an angel (Gauguin, 1888).
1. What fundamental differences exist between Gauguin and the Impressionists?
Gauguin was a realist and carried out his work based on the realities of life rather than impressions. He advanced the style of realism through his work and also in influencing others which was different from the impressionist who relied more on the impression that the painting gave. The composition of his picture was done to focus the viewer's attention in the idea and the message that it was trying to send (Gauguin, 1888). This is different from what the impressionists would have seen and advocated for.
2. Why did Gauguin move to Pont-Aven?
He moved to Pont Aven in order to become a central figure of a group of artists. The area was a cheap place to live in and had a lot of painting students who wanted to spend the summers at a cheap place. He also wanted to have a new beginning and the students offered him a chance to work with them as a more central figure (Gauguin, 1888).
3. How does he reject both Realism and Impressionism in this painting?
This was done by not unifying the picture with a horizontal perspective and light and shade with the naturalistic use of color. He therefore, only abstracted the scene from the bible into a particular pattern. The painting has pure unmodulated color that fills the flat plane shapes which is different from the realist and impressionist views (Gauguin, 1888).
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